Friday, May 2, 2003

Deuteronomy 31:1 – 30

Sometimes you may hear or read various theories about who wrote parts of the Old Testament, but this chapter is very clear as to who wrote most of Deuteronomy.  Moses did!  When we get to the last chapters and read of Moses’ death it’s probable that Joshua, or a man appointed by Joshua recorded this event.  


Although it wasn’t the only time that Israel would have heard the law, every seven years there was to be a ceremonial reading of it. Even the women and children were to attend. It was to be a family event. Just like today, the story of God and His love for the people was taught and demonstrated in the home. God preserved His word for us, not only so that we can hear it in church, but so that we can share it with our children throughout the week. 

Each of us has had a time of life, a duty, a job, or an event that was particularly hard to deal with. In verses 6, 7, and 8, Moses gives Joshua a wonderful assurance that we also find throughout the New Testament. Though Moses was speaking directly to Joshua, who was about to take on the task of leading an entire nation into a new land filled with hostile inhabitants, Moses’ words are true for all believers. Verses 7 and 8 say it well, “Be strong and courageous….The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” God cares about us in every situation that we face. He wants to lead each one of us in all that we do. Sometimes we get so involved in solving, or worrying about, a situation that we forget that (we’ll read a really neat story in a few days about Joshua, in which he does the same thing!). 

We face nothing alone. Our Lord is present with us no matter what the circumstance.  He has already prepared the solutions and answers, and invites us to depend on His strength in the midst of any difficulty, and to share with Him our joy in the midst of any triumph.
